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SUBJECT: ALI OF PDRY VISITS KINGDOM 

1 . PRESIDENT RUBAYI ALI OF PDRY VISITED THE KINGDOM JULY 31- 
AUGUST 2. THE SAUDIS EXTENDED THEIR LAVISH HOSPITALITY AND 
THE VISIT DREW GOOD COVERAGE IN SAUDI MEDIA. AT THE CONCLU- 
SION OF THE VISIT, THE SAUDI-PDRY JOINT STATEMENT STRESSED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING THE GULF AND RED SEA AREAS FREE 
"FROM INTERNATIONAL CONFLICTS OR AMBITIONS." BOTH STATES 
AGREED TO INCREASE AND STRENGTHEN THEIR MUTUAL RELATIONS. 

2. DURING CALL ON KING KHALID BY AMBASSADOR AND DCM ON 
AUGUST 1, KING MENTIONED THAT SOUTH YEMENI PRESIDENT RUBAYI 
ALI WAS IN TAIF AND HAD JUST MET WITH KING. ACCORDING TO 
KING, RUBAYI ALI WAS QUITE FRANK IN ADMITTING THAT HIS 
GOVERNMENT HAD MADE MISTAKES IN THE PAST. ALI SAID THAT AFTER 
EXPERIMENTING WITH VARIOUS LEGAL AND SOCIAL SYSTEMS, HIS 
GOVERNMENT HAD CONCLUDED THAT ISLAM PROVIDED THE BEST 
FRAMEWORK FOR SOUTH YEMEN AND THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD 
NOW MOVE IN THAT DIRECTION. KING SAID THAT HE HAD REPLIED 
THAT ONLY THE PROPHETS DO NOT MAKE MISTAKES AND THAT WE 
ARE NOT PROPHETS. HE ADDED THAT HE HAD TOLD RUBAYI 
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ALI THAT SAUDI ARABIA WOULD BE QUITE WILLING TO FORGIVE 
THE PAST MISTAKES OF THE SOUTH YEMEN GOVERNMENT IF THEY 
INDEED HAD HAD A SINCERE CHANGE OF HEART. COMMENT: WITHOUT 
BEING TOO CYNICAL, ONE COULD SURMISE THAT THE LIGHT SEEN 
BY RUBAYI ALI WAS THE GLINT OF SAUDI GOLD. IF SO, THE 
SAUDI TACTIC SEEMS TO BE WORKING. IT WILL NOW BE INTER- 
ESTING TO SEE IF SOUTH YEMENI CHANGE OF HEART IS FOLLOWED 
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BY A CHANGE OF POLICIES. END COMMENT. 

3. EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT ANOTHER TOPIC DISCUSSED 
CONCERNED RESETTLEMENT OF FORMER DHOFAR REBELS IN OMAN. 

SAUDIS AGREED TO FOOT THE BILL FOR THE COST OF THIS 
OPERATION. 

WEST 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS, MINISTERIAL MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977JIDDA05500 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770283-0617 
Format: TEL 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770890/aaaacxvz.tel 

Line Count: 69 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 434ee360-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Apr-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1690186 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ALI OF PDRY VISITS KINGDOM 
TAGS: PINT, SA, YS, ZM, XF, PDRY, (ALI, RUBAYI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/434ee360-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



